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 The attached information is published material from the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 

Commission which was located on its website. 
 

 This information should not be regarded as legal advice. It is generally applicable to 

the waters of the Commonwealth but may not apply to historical or special circumstances of 

particular waterways of Pennsylvania. 
 

 This information in part, for example, may not apply to the unusual circumstances 

where the State sold the bed of Harvey's Lake to private parties on February 20, 1871, but the 

State legislature declared the Lake and Harvey's Creek to be public highways in legislation 

signed into law by Governor J. W. Geary on March 2, 1871. This latter legislation was pressed 

by political interests opposed to the February 1871 sale. It did not invalidate the February sale. 
 

 These two laws, in certain respects, cannot be reconciled regarding the respective rights 

of the estates or heirs of the original owners of the Lake's bed, whose legal ownership was 

never divested, and the current interests or rights of the Commonwealth, lakeside property 

owners, and the municipality. Untangling of these interests may require future litigation in a 

court proceeding. 
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